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predominantly "talkative arts" of humanists and credal religionists by substituting
studies attuned to the realities of nature as the surest road to the betterment of man
and society.
By and large, the three reform movements affected education in the chronolo^-
ical order in which they have been listed here, but with considerable intermingling and
overlapping. The Renaissance humanists got a jump on the others by virtue of the
fourteenth-century revivals of classical learning in the Italian cities, but humanism did
not begin to affect education in trans-Alpine Europe until well along in the fifteenth
and early sixteenth centures. By that time the Protestant Reformation was beginning
to bubble up and boil over into the schools. In the works of key humanists and key
religious reformers the classical studies did double education duty: they were expected
to civilize students as well as to Christianize them. This double-teaming did not always
work out so well, for, as McNeill so neatly puts it, the Renaissance and the Reforma-
tion were "incompatible inseparables/' Nevertheless, they came to constitute the two
most pervasive R's in Western education during the three centuries under considera-
tion. Realism was a poor third throughout this period, although it began to attract
some educational attention in the late sixteenth century and increasingly so in the
seventeenth.
Renaissance: From Scholasticus to Humanista
In European history, the Renaissance was long looked upon as a time of sudden and
spectacular cultural flowering whose prime mover was a revival of interest in classical
Greek and Latin learning. More recently, it is generally agreed that there was much
more to the Renaissance than a sudden rebirth of classical literature and that many of
its institutional and intellectual trends had their origins deep in the Middle Ages. The
Renaissance, however, did reveal a general efflorescence of life and a speeding up of
social as well as intellectual and artistic change which may be epitomized in the
growing secularism of the times. Secular trends had already become strong in the
Middle Ages, but during the Renaissance secularism began to permeate Western culture
to an ever greater degree, until the religious struggles of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries slowed down the secular tide temporarily. Thereafter, the secularization of
life eventually became one of the distinctive ingredients of modern in contrast to
traditional civilization.
The Renaissance has the same kind of peculiar fascination for Westerners that
the classical age of Greece has had—a special burst of vitality and elan that ripped the
seams of the medieval tradition with an extraordinary outpouring of cultural energy. It
stands along with the florescent ages of Greece and Rome as one of the high spots of
creativity in Western history. Having said this, most historians of education have
proceeded to argue or to imply that education was an integral part of the revitalizing
social and cultural trends of the Renaissance. Most would agree that the movement
known as humanism was that part of the Renaissance which most directly affected the
spirit and content of organized education. Many assume with the humanists themselves
that such reform was wholly desirable in sweeping the musty cobwebs of medievalism
out of the classrooms and flooding the schools and universities with the bright light of

